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A Joyful Step Forward: Open Hearts UMC Adopts Statement of InclusionA Joyful Step Forward: Open Hearts UMC Adopts Statement of Inclusion

Beloved Community, 

Last week, the Board of Stewards (our governing body), took a joyful and
significant step to help our congregation live more fully into our vision
statement, which says “Open Hearts United Methodist Church cultivates a
welcoming community – united in God’s love, guided by scripture, and
empowered by the Holy Spirit – to live out Jesus Christ's teachings." After
prayerful discernment and faithful leadership from our laity, we passed a
Statement of Inclusion that reads:

"Open Hearts United Methodist Church"Open Hearts United Methodist Church
welcomes all people into the life and discipleship of our congregation."welcomes all people into the life and discipleship of our congregation."

By adopting this statement, we affirm that full participation in the life of
the church is open to all. We will not discriminate regarding who may
preach, teach, become a member, be married here, or engage in any
aspect of Christian discipleship and church life.

Board of Stewards co-chair Lee Yarborough says, “Inclusion is apparent in
our name, Open Hearts. It is at the core of our identity as a congregation.
This statement does not create anything new, it serves only as a reminder
to each of us to welcome all people into all parts of our church
community.”

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=7e3abc40-557d-47a6-b275-93f7d3220829


I am grateful for the leadership of the Board of Stewards in guiding this
process with care. And we look ahead with hope and resolve, as we
continue growing into the church we are called to be.

Your Partner in Ministry,

Rev. Karen Jones

Read the full Statement of Inclusion Resolution below.
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